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never ends, not with time, not with bin 
Laden’s demise, not ever. This signifi-
cant measure of justice is but a small 
measure of comfort for those who lost 
loved ones in America and around the 
world, in New York and Virginia and 
Pennsylvania, aboard the USS Cole, 
and in American Embassies in Africa, 
on trains in London and Madrid, and in 
so many other places. 

Bin Laden’s death does not bring 
back the thousands of innocent people 
his thugs killed or make whole families 
who will be forever incomplete. But it 
is an important milestone that reminds 
the world America does not suffer the 
wicked and will not submit to evil. Our 
resolve is strengthened when it is chal-
lenged and our unity, though it too is 
often tested, is unbreakable. 

Because of the hard work of coura-
geous Americans and our military, in-
telligence, diplomatic, and law enforce-
ment communities, a long evil chapter 
in our Nation’s history closed yester-
day. Today, we welcome the spring of a 
new optimism and renewed patriotism. 
The chapter now behind us ended with 
justice. We hope the chapter ahead of 
us will bring security and peace. 

WORK CONTINUES 
While the Nation and the world ab-

sorb this crucial development, the 
work of the Senate continues. Today, 
we begin a new month and a new work 
period and a new opportunity to come 
together to create jobs. I hope this 
month will be a productive month. 
There are several important and time- 
sensitive items on our plate. One, I 
hope to wrap up the small business jobs 
bill. This has been on the floor for 
weeks and weeks and weeks—far too 
long—and we need to resolve it so we 
can move on to other matters. 

Two, we will have the same debate in 
the Senate that the American people 
are having at home; that is, the ques-
tion of whether we should keep giving 
away money to oil companies that 
clearly do not need taxpayer handouts. 
That will be part of a larger debate we 
will continue having about how best to 
reduce our reliance on foreign oil and 
invest better and smarter in clean en-
ergy. 

Three, we will vote on the House- 
passed budget. A majority of the House 
has embraced it, a majority of the 
American people have rejected it, and 
the Senate will soon have its say. 

Finally, we will confirm judicial 
nominees, many of whom we have wait-
ed a long time for in the Senate. If the 
minority forces us to file cloture on 
those nominees in order to get a final 
vote, I will file cloture. I think it is too 
bad if we get involved in this with trial 
court judges. We cannot waste any 
more time or play these games for a 
longer period of time. The country 
needs these empty benches filled. 

We also have other nominations to 
confirm, including the Attorney Gen-
eral’s top Deputy, No. 1 Deputy, Jim 
Cole. The Deputy Attorney General 
runs the day-to-day operations of the 
Department of Justice. He is also the 

person who signs the critical warrants 
to permit our intelligence officials to 
conduct surveillance on suspected ter-
rorists. But he cannot do that unless 
the Senate confirms him. So we must 
do that soon. 

Especially given last night’s develop-
ments, it is unthinkable that partisan-
ship and legislative ploys would keep a 
well-qualified nominee out of this im-
portant national security role. 

A moment ago we began this remark-
able new day in the Senate the same 
way we begin every day in session. We 
begin it with the Pledge of Allegiance 
to our flag. Its closing words were the 
powerful closing words of President 
Obama’s address to the Nation last 
night. Their meaning is even more pro-
found today, the first day of this new 
era. 

The words ‘‘liberty and justice for 
all’’ represent America’s purpose. This 
weekend, in the name and pursuit of 
liberty, heroic Americans halfway 
around the world secured justice for an 
evil man’s victims, for the survivors of 
his terror, for Americans, their allies, 
and the entire world. ‘‘Liberty and jus-
tice for all.’’ 
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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 
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OSAMA BIN LADEN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today, Americans and all who long for 
justice woke to the good news: nearly 
10 years after the United States set out 
to kill or capture Osama bin Laden, 
justice has been done. The man who or-
chestrated the 9/11 attacks and who 
reveled in the horror of that day is 
dead. And those who follow his twisted 
vision are again on notice: America is 
in pursuit. 

This was a long time coming. For 
two decades, Osama bin Laden and the 
al-Qaida network he created, sustained, 
and led has been at war with the 
United States. 

The path of terror extended from the 
first World Trade Center bombing to 
the bombing of the Khobar Towers and 
the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania, to the bombing of the USS Cole, 
to the horrors of 9/11, and through two 
long and difficult wars that followed. 9/ 
11 may have been the day that this pat-
tern of violence became suddenly and 
undeniably clear. But bin Laden’s de-
structive path was already long by 
then, and for the past 10 years, Amer-
ica has been determined to bring this 
monster to justice. 

From the beginning of this fight, the 
mission has been clear: to deny al- 
Qaida and any of its affiliates around 
the world a sanctuary from which they 
could plan, prepare, or launch another 
attack on U.S. soil. And the effort to 
prevent that long-feared attack has 
been an undeniable success under two 

administrations in the ongoing war on 
terror. 

Yet despite this success, and our 
early success in Afghanistan, al- 
Qaida’s senior leadership was able to 
find a safe-haven in Afghanistan. A few 
short years after 9/11 al-Qaida had re-
gained enough strength to once again 
pose a serious threat to the United 
States. Meanwhile, the Taliban had re-
established its headquarters in Paki-
stan and had gained enough strength to 
return to Afghanistan and to risk the 
success of our mission there. 

And as the years went by, Osama bin 
Laden’s ability to elude capture had 
become a greater source of frustration 
to us, and a source of propaganda to his 
followers. 

Over the years, Americans had be-
come all too familiar with bin Laden’s 
dark pronouncements, from his per-
verse declaration 3 years before 9/11 
that it was the obligation of every 
Muslim ‘‘to kill and fight Americans 
and their allies, whether civilian or 
military in any country’’ . . . to his 
declaration after 9/11 that he had cal-
culated the number of innocents he 
could kill that morning, and that he 
was the most optimistic planner of 
them all. 

Last night, those proud pronounce-
ments ended at the barrel of a gun. The 
last thing Osama bin Laden saw on this 
earth was the small team of Americans 
who shot him. 

So Americans can be proud of the ef-
forts of our military and intelligence 
communities, and the focused efforts of 
two administrations in fighting al- 
Qaida, and now, in capturing, its self- 
appointed leader. 

This is indeed a signal achievement, 
a huge victory in the war against ter-
rorism, and a day of great pride for our 
country. The President made the right 
call, and we thank him for it. 

We can never bring back those who 
died on 9/11 or those who have given 
their lives in this long and difficult 
war, but all Americans can say with re-
newed confidence today that we have 
kept our pledge, and that this is a war 
we will win. 

Some will recall that Osama bin 
Laden launched this war many years 
ago on the false assumption that Amer-
ica didn’t have the stomach for the 
fight. While it may have taken longer 
than we hoped, last night he and his 
followers learned just how wrong he 
was. We take great satisfaction in 
knowing that Osama bin Laden will no 
longer be able to carry out his evil 
plans, that he has made his last video, 
and that whenever someone suggests 
the United States has grown weary, 
complacent in this war, we have shown 
how determined we are to fight it to 
the end. 

History is full of fallen despots and 
madmen who underestimated the re-
solve of the United States. Last night, 
we added one more to their ranks. But 
we don’t rest, because we know al- 
Qaida’s determination to attack the 
United States didn’t end on September 
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